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Allen & Simonsen, Corrections in America, 8th Edition,
Prentice Hall, Inc., Upper Saddle River, NJ, 1998.
CATALOG DESCRIPTION:
Examines research on the social-psychological effects of confinement. Studies the prison as
a social system with its own norms and peculiarities. Critically analyzes similarities among
prisons and other subsystems such as mental hospitals.
PREREQUISITES: NONE
COURSE RATIONALE:
"When a sheriff or marshall takes a man (or woman) from a
courthouse in a prison van and transports him to confinement for two or three or
tenyears, this is our act. We have tolled the bell for him. And whetherwe like it or
not, we have made him our collective responsibility. We are free to do something
about him; he is not."
As our society is bombarded with media information regarding the field of corrections,
correct and relevant information is needed. Understanding the facts concerning
correctional history, processes and concepts, and related issues is vital for students engaged
in the criminal justice field.
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